

ADOPTED 4/8/14


Introduced by Council President Gulliford & Co-sponsored by 
Council Member Carter:
RESOLUTION 2014-224-A
A RESOLUTION HONORING AND COMMEMORATING JONATHAN HENRY OSBORNE CHRISTIE AS A TEACHER AND INFLUENTIAL ARTIST; PROVIDING AN EFFECTIVE DATE.


WHEREAS,
Jonathan Henry Osborne Christie was born in Glasgow, Scotland, on October 20, 1968, and at a young age received his PADI Diving Certificate and learned to love the water and sailing; and

WHEREAS,
in 1982, Jonathan’s family moved to America where he attended high school in New Canaan, Connecticut and Londonderry, New Hampshire and continued his education in art at New England College where a professor suggested that he might succeed using glass as his medium; and

WHEREAS,
after graduating with a Bachelor of Fine Arts from the Massachusetts College of Art, Jonathan pursued the path of an independent artist working in many of the best known glass art facilities in North America, Finland and Australia, and having worked with some of the greatest maestros of glass art such as Lino Tagliapietro, Pinto Signoretto, Dale Chihuly and James Mongrain; and
WHEREAS,
after graduating, Jonathan went to work in New Orleans at the School of Glasswork, subsequently relocating to Cincinnati to work on producing innovative lighting concepts to fill the work space at a company called Lightborn, where he met Joel Otterson, with whom he collaborated on what was to become a quite famous piece called “Divine Intervention; and

WHEREAS,
for four years, Jonathan taught as an Artist-in-Residence at Jacksonville University, where, with the creative collaboration of JU faculty and students, he designed “Lyrical Light,” a 3,000 pound cobalt blue glass and stainless steel sculpture, which was generously supported by contributions from Brumos Motor Cars, the Haskell Company, Miller Electric Company, W.W. Gay Mechanical Contractor, AmSouth Bank and WJCT Public Television; the work is installed in the Times-Union Center for the Performing Arts; and 

WHEREAS,
when Jonathan Christie passed away in New Orleans on July 7, 2013, he was hailed as “one of the most skilled hot-glass sculptors in the USA” and he is mourned and will be sorely missed by all who knew and worked with him, particularly those students and colleagues at JU where he re-invigorated the glass art program; now therefore

BE IT RESOLVED by the Council of the City of Jacksonville: 
Section 1.

The City of Jacksonville does hereby honor and commend Jonathan Henry Osborne Christie; we mourn his passing and celebrate his life as a teacher and influential artist.



Section 2.

Effective Date.  This Resolution shall become effective upon signature by the Mayor or upon becoming effective without the Mayor's signature.

Form Approved:

  /s/ Margaret M. Sidman 
Office of General Counsel

Legislation Prepared By: John J. Jackson, Council Research Division
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